
Nicole	Bernex	
Jean	Philippe	Denux	

	

With	the	support	of	AIRBUS	and	CONIDA	

November	22th,	2016	

	
Illegal	mining	in	Madre	de	Dios	(Peru)	
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Gold	Rush	Mining		



In	the	Peru,	the	first	area	where	illegal	mining	develops	itself	since	
more	than	20	years	is	Madre	de	Dios	

The	liLle	control	exercised	by	the	State	on	this	sector,	during	
decades,	offered		ferOle	space	for	illegality.	
•  Much	people	poor	depended	of	this	small	illegal	mining	as	

medium	of	subsistence;	but	in	the	last	20	years	the	gold	price	
has	quintupled.	

•  There	were	people	that	prospered	and	enriched,	expanded	their	
opera?ons	and	their	impact;	but	not	assumed	those	
responsibili?es	environmental	and	social	relevant.	

•  The	good	prices	aAracted	new	actors,	linked	to	business	illegal,	
that	took	advantage	of	the	disorder	and	the	lack	of	control	in	the	
small	and	ar?sanal	mining	

•  Also	proliferated	corrup?on	and	the	involvement	of	
unscrupulous	formal	enterprises,	doing	business	with	the	illegal	

TODAY,	ILLEGAL	MINING	IS	THE	MAIN	ILLICIT	ECONOMY	OF	PERU	



Historical	deforestaOon		in	the	Mining	Area	of	Madre	of	Dios	
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Source:	hAps://news.mongabay.com/2015/03/road-rage-scien?sts-denounce-60-trillion-infrastructure-expansion/	



Medium and/or large mining camouflaged 
as informal small-scale mining 



Mining	ac=vity	without	authoriza=on	or	with	
prohibited	equipment	or	in	prohibited	areas;	that	
violates	technical,	labor,	tax	or	environmental	rules.	
	
•  All	over	the	country,	specially	in	the	southern	

jungle	and	al?plano.	
		
•  Signs	of	interven?on	of	organized	crime	capital	

(washing	of	ac?ve),	subversive	speeches,	
associated	with	trafficking	in	minors	and	common	
crime,	enclaves	of	illegal	mining	are	refuges	of	
criminals		



The informality is a constant in the mining activity in 
the jungle. In Madre of Dios, the 90% of the activity 

mining is illegal or informal. 
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Cuenca del Huepetuhe, sistema muerto y sobre vivido,  
territorio  “aniquilado”, naturaleza “pisoteada”. 



Source:	hAp://dapa.ciat.cgiar.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/fig3.png	







Derechos	superpuestos	
Madre de Dios (SE Perú): Derechos 

superpuestos agrarios, forestales, 
territoriales indígenas y mineros 




















